 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Proposals for Membership Changes to be presented at the 2007 AGM

Changes to Membership

Background and Rationale:

IWe are changing the renewal date for memberships at Friends of the Heart. Up to now, Full and Associate memberships have been taken out on an annual basis, running from the date of joining FoH and ending after one full year. This has proved a difficult and time-consuming arrangement for a volunteer-run organization to manage.

Effective May 14, 2006, we have changed the renewal date so that everyone's full membership will be renewed on the same date - October 1st. We will have an annual membership blitz at that time. The benefit to members is that when they initially join FoH, they will likely pay somewhat less than one full year's membership. The benefit to all of us as volunteers is a simpler membership process to manage.  

We have changed the on-hold policy as well to conform to the renewal change.

These changes have been approved by the Board and now go to the members at the AGM for approval.

Current Bylaw Provisions:


02:

Duration of Membership
04.02.01:

Membership must be renewed when due and is for periods of time determined pro tem by the board and ratified for the next General Meeting. 

04.02.02:

Membership application must be made in writing;  renewal can be made in writing or verbally to a Director.

04.02.03:

Initial membership shall take effect upon admission by the board and upon receipt of membership fee.  Renewal of membership shall take effect upon receipt of membership fee.

Previous Renewal Date Policy
Full and Associate memberships have been taken out on an annual basis, running from the date of joining FoH and ending after one full calendar year.

Proposed Renewal Date Policy
The full and associate membership period will be from Oct.. 1 to Sept. 30.  If someone joins part way through this period, the membership is pro-rated starting on the first of the following month and ending on Sept. 30.  The full details are on the back of the revised membership form (attached)

Current published On-Hold Policy
If a full member is unable to attend classes for a month or more because of an extended absence or illness, the member may to put their membership "on hold" for that period. This "on hold" time is then added to their next renewal (i.e. renew for 13 months or more for the price of 12).

Proposed On-hold Policy
If a member is unable to attend classes for a month or more because of an extended absence or illness, the member may ask to have their membership put "on hold" for that period. For a 10 week membership, the time will be extended by the absence period. For a Full membership, their next annual payment will be reduced by the absence period.

The following was accepted at the AGM:
Approved Amendments to the Membership Renewal By-Law Provisions and On-Hold Policy (2007 AGM)
Article 04.02:

Duration of Membership

04.02.01:

Full and Associate membership must be renewed on October 1 of each year for one year or for such time as may be determined pro tem by the board and ratified at the next General Meeting. 

04.02.02:

Membership application and renewal must be made in writing.

04.02.03:

Initial membership shall take effect upon admission by the board and upon receipt of membership fee which will be based on the annual membership fee then in effect and calculated on a monthly pro-rata basis from the first day of the month after the application for membership is received until the following September 30.  

04.02.04:

If a member is unable to attend classes for a month or more because of an extended absence or illness, the member may ask to have their membership put "on hold" for that period. For a 10-week membership, the time will be extended by the absence period. For a Full or Associate membership, their next annual payment will be reduced by the absence period.
